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Choosing the Right Flooring

There are more flooring choices than ever before, all offering a combination of style and
purpose. However, all the choices may leave you confused about what option will best suit
your specific need. If you need help choosing the right flooring, keep reading to
understand many of the considerations to take into account when deciding on flooring. As
always, your friendly Curtis Lumber salesperson can also assist you with the perfect
flooring choices.

Appearance

The most important aspect of choosing a new floor is determining the look you want to
achieve. Are you looking for a modest elegance, or a warm family feel? The flooring you
choose will make a big difference in how you use and decorate your room.

Solid wood flooring has become the standard choice for most homeowners and is continu-
ing to grow in popularity. With its attractive appearance and natural warmth, a beautiful
wood floor can enliven a drab room, enhance any architectural style, complement furniture
and design schemes, and add value to any home.

Wood flooring comes in a variety of widths and grades to give you the “look” you want.
Based on the size of your room, you may want to use a wider plank to achieve a more dra-
matic look or a very narrow plank to give it a very textured character. You also need to
determine whether or not you want a floor with minimal or substantial color variation and
character. It is also important to consider the other woods you may have in your home in
order to match your floor and how they will blend or compliment your new flooring.

For those trying to achieve the look of wood or stone on a budget, laminate flooring has
become a popular option. Today’s laminate floors replicate the natural beauty of wood or
stone while being durable and attractive at a fraction of the price of a hardwood floor.

Performance

How will your floor be used? Will it be installed in a high traffic area or in a rarely used
dining room? After you have determined what you want your flooring to look like, you
should take into consideration the environment in which it will be expected to perform.

Solid and Engineered Hardwood flooring can last a lifetime if properly maintained. The
structural integrity of the floor does not degrade. It is important to remember that solid
hardwood scratches and may become damaged by pooled liquids. Prefinished flooring
typically carries a warranty and will resist scratches better than site-finished floors. No
matter the finish, this flooring will need to be resurfaced every 15-25 years.

Laminate flooring, a manufactured product, will perform differently. The floor may wear,
fade, stain, and lose its resistance to moisture after 20-30 years. Pooled liquids will dam-
age this flooring, however unlike wood flooring, it is very scratch resistant. Because of this
characteristic, it is commonly used in homes with pets.
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