
Ballston Spa
885 Route 67
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518.885.5311

Queensbury
460 Big Bay Rd.
Queensbury, NY 12804
518.792.8601

Schuylerville
30 Saratoga St.
Schuylerville, NY 12871
518.695.3242

Warrensburg
185 River St.
Warrensburg, NY 12885
518.623.3281

Hoosick
P.O. Box 98
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
518.686.7391

Granville
9511 Route 22
Granville, NY 12832
518.642.2855

East Greenbush
1657 Columbia Turnpike
Castleton, NY 12033
518.477.7503

Plattsburgh
140 Tom Miller Rd.
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
518.561.2691

Ray Brook
1134 NYS Route 86
Ray Brook, NY 12977
518.891.2216

Burlington, VT
315 Pine St.
Burlington, VT 05401
802.863.3428

Norwich
48 Hale St.
Norwich, NY 13815
607.337.9322

Delmar
11 Grove St.
Delmar, NY 12054
518.439.9968

Schroon Lake
1314 Route 9
Schroon Lake, NY 12870
518.532.7404

Fort Plain
6236 Route 5S
Ft. Plain, NY 13339
518.993-5755

Delhi
46631 State Highway 10
Delhi, NY 13753
607.746.2386

Greene
1294 State Highway 12
Greene, NY 13778
607.656.4123

Hamilton
15 Eaton St.
Hamilton, NY 13346
315.824.2233

New Berlin
3106 County Highway 18
New Berlin, NY 13411
607.847.6101

Sherburne
1056 County Route 23
Sherburne, NY 13460
607.674.2533

Waterville
961 State Highway 12
Waterville, NY 13480
315.841.4111

Williston, VT
349 LeRoy Rd.
Willistion, VT 05495
802.863.3428

Perth
3883 State Highway 30N
Amsterdam, NY 12010
518.883.9663
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Getting Started 
 

There are many practical and financial reasons to add a new deck to your home.  Decks 
increase your home’s living space, resale value, and require a much smaller investment 
than a full addition.  Whether your motivation is to spend more time outdoors, improve 
your home’s value, or both, Curtis Lumber has the materials and expertise to help you get 
your project done right the first time. 

 

Determining What You Want in a Deck Design 
 

While deck materials, shapes, sizes, and costs can vary widely, there are several design 
decisions common to almost every deck project.  These decisions center on you, and how 
you plan to use the deck.   

• Will you entertain large groups or sunbathe on the deck? 

• Do you want the deck to be a private space, or open to a view? 

• What will the traffic pattern be? 

• Are there weather conditions to consider? 

• What is permitted in your local township, housing development, or city? 

• Where do you want the deck located?  Are there obstacles to avoid? 

• Do you plan to leave your barbecue grill on the deck? 

• Are you intending to place a table on the deck? 
 

These questions are important.  There are four basic areas that must be addressed before 
any other selections can be made: 

− How You Plan to Use the Deck 

− Location 

− Legal Considerations 

− Deck Size 

 

What to Expect When Building a Deck 
 

Building a deck is something that anyone with some basic carpentry skills and time can 
handle.  Since decks are built outside, the project will not disrupt your home life and can 
carry from weekend to weekend without any real issues. 
 

The most important part of the deck building process is the planning stage.  A deck is 
something that will last for years to come.  Because of this, you should include anyone who 
will use the deck to make a wish list of features and ways each will use the deck.  This will 
allow you to hone in on a design that will work, while not breaking the bank.  Another 
great way to get design ideas is to collect photos from magazines or the internet that con-
tain design features you like.   
 

Once you’ve determined what you think you want, your Curtis Lumber salesperson will 
walk you through the deck design process, help you to create a plan, select materials, and 
print a 3-dimensional drawing.   
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How Will You Use the Deck? 

You should anticipate all the various ways you plan on using your ideal deck.  Entertaining, barbe-
cuing, sunbathing, and pool access are all common activities for which decks are used.  Because 
decks are frequently located above the ground, you should take into consideration whether or not 
current fencing can offer the privacy needed.  Are you planning on installing a hot-tub or other 
heavy object on the deck?  If you are, or think you are, this is the time to plan for it, so the deck 
can be constructed in a way that supports the added weight.   

Some other considerations: 

• Arranging the deck to not block a view you want and to cover views you do not 
• Planning for Children 
• Lighting the Deck 
• Container Gardening 
• Built in Benches or Patio Furniture 
 

Make a list of all the ways you may use the deck and bring it with you to Curtis Lumber.  Our 
salespeople will design a deck that achieves your goals and needs. 

Deck Location 

Where you want your deck and where it can go are sometimes two different things.  Most homes 
probably have only one or two areas where a deck can be located.  However, within those spaces 
can be more choices than you think.  Adding patio doors or privacy screens can allow more en-
trances to your deck and placement closer to your neighbor. 

Building a deck will require you to dig holes and cover what is currently there.  Because of this, 
you should avoid septic areas, buried power and gas lines, and anything else that you potentially 
do not want to unearth or will want to access at a later date.  Your local power and gas companies 
likely have a “Call before you dig” hotline which can tell you of any potential hazards of which you 
may be unaware.  

Also, consider how the deck will be oriented for the sun.  A deck on the north side of the house will 
be in shade most of the day.  An eastern exposure gives the deck morning sun and afternoon 
shade, while a southwest exposure provides full late afternoon sun, keeping the deck warmer ear-
lier in the spring and later in the fall.   

Overall, careful placement can minimize traffic noise, eliminate unwanted views, or provide addi-
tional privacy. 

Getting a Building Permit & Legal Considerations 

Before you do anything, check your local zoning ordinances. Many cities and towns limit the height 
and size of your deck, require specific railings, and call for a minimum distance from your deck to 
your property boundary. Your local homeowners’ association may also have appearance require-
ments.  Verify with your local building department to find out if a building permit is required and 
the type of plans that need to be submitted. Finally, call your local utility companies to locate bur-
ied gas and power lines. 

Right-Size Your New Deck 

Decks can be built as large or small as you want as long as they meet your local building codes. 
However, decks can be either too big or too small.  Usually, deck plans look bigger than they are in 
real life.  To avoid building a deck that is too big or too small, transfer the scale drawings to the 
actual building site by driving 4’ stakes into the ground and connecting them with string.  Make 
sure the string is at about the railing height.   

Now, place your lawn furniture inside the area to try it on for size.  Imagine yourself doing what 
you hope to do with your new deck and determine if there is enough room.  The most common 
mistake with new decks is people build them too small.  If you find that the size is too small, it is 
best to upsize using increments of 2-feet.  Lumber comes in lengths of 2’ increments, and this will 
minimize waste and costs.  If you have the space, you may be tempted to build a very large deck.  
To break up the size, you may want to try a series of decks at varying levels.  Your Curtis Lumber 
salesperson can help you determine the right sized deck for your home. 
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Planning Your Deck 
 

Once you have decided on how you will use the deck, where you will put it, how big it will 
be and learned what your local building codes and permit requirements are, it is time to 
start making some design choices.  Your Curtis Lumber salesperson can help you make 
some of these choices, however having a good idea of what you think you might want, can 
only help. 
Deck Design Considerations 
 

There are five main areas to consider when designing a deck.  Some are determined by 
your style and taste, while others are dictated by local building codes.  These design ele-
ments include shape, height, color, railings, and architectural interest. 
 

Shape  
Choosing a shape for your deck can accent your home’s attractive exterior.  Decks can be 
built in virtually any shape, but expect that the more complicated the shape, the more ex-
pensive it will be to build.  The best option is to choose a shape that will harmonize with 
the lines of your home.  Homes of confusing shape can be balanced with a simple deck and 
plain homes can be jazzed up with an odd-shaped deck.   The most common deck shape is 
a rectangle attached to the back of the home leading to the backyard, but there are more 
styles that you may not have considered.  Think about wraparound decks, L-shaped decks, 
decks that lead to a pool, islands, peninsulas, and even rounded decks.   
 

Decking can also be turned at a 45 degree angle to achieve added interest, especially on 
homes with large blank walls.  Overall, you probably can’t change your house to suit your 
deck, but it is possible to change your landscaping in conjunction with your new deck.    
 

Height  
In general, the initial height of an attached deck is determined by the access door from 
your home.  The decking should come to within two inches of the door from the house.  
Then, the deck should have stairs leading from the deck surface to the ground.  If the deck 
is too high or on sloped ground, you may want to consider multiple levels to follow the 
slope and not expose the deck’s framework.  Deck height can be determined by local 
codes, so be sure to reference them before finalizing your finished height. 
 

Color  
When most people think of a deck, they immediately think of the exposed wood and how it 
will look.  The wood grain and coloring of a deck can accent or detract from your home, so 
be sure to choose carefully.  Most wood decking will gray over time and needs to be con-
tinually sealed.  If you want your deck to be a specific color, apply deck stain or use com-
posite decking that holds its color for the life of the product.  Check out the decking page 
on our website to learn more about the options available. 
 

Railings  
The first thing people will notice on your deck is your railing.  Because of this, the railing 
presents an area where you can use creativity.  The primary limitation on a railing is the 
building code.  The railing will keep people safe on your deck but also cannot have open-
ings small enough for children to get their heads or hands caught.  Be sure to check local 
codes before deciding on a railing.  Once you know what options you have, you may want 
to use a variety of posts, balusters, and rails to satisfy structural requirements.  Your local 
Curtis Lumber can show you a variety of railing options and be sure to check the railings 
page on our website. 
 

Architectural Interest  
Most decks have a design feature that creates interest and becomes the focal point of the 
deck.  The most common features are multiple levels, transitions to a patio, built in 
benches and planters, and building the deck around trees or rocks.  Pergolas and gazebos 
also create aesthetically appealing deck areas.  If you’re looking for that special touch, 
speak with one of our salespeople to talk about what you might add to your deck for more 
visual appeal. 
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Choosing the Right Decking 
 

There are plenty of options when it comes time to choose the right decking material.  Re-
cent advancements have developed many low maintenance products that look great and 
last a long time.  When choosing a material keep in mind its durability, maintenance, and 
aesthetic appeal.   
 

Deck structures are all made out of the same material, pressure treated lumber, however 
the actual decking, can be made from a variety of woods or composites. 
 

Composite Decking  
The most modern and popular option for decks, composite decking is made from wood fi-
ber and recycled plastic fibers.  It is made in a variety of colors and textures to mimic real 
wood without the maintenance.  The smooth, even makeup of the decking means it will not 
warp, split, or splinter for barefoot enjoyment for years to come.  Hidden fastener systems 
can be used with some types of decking for a true smooth, sleek look. 
 

Most manufacturers warranty their product, with some lasting as long at 25 years.  The 
true beauty of composite decking is that it never needs staining or sealing and will main-
tain the majority of its color for its lifetime.  Simply wash the deck annually for beautiful 
results. 
 

One drawback to composite decking is staining.  As with any material, clean and treat 
stains immediately according to manufacturers instructions.   
 

Composite decking is more flexible than wood, so the framing underneath the deck must 
be made from pressure treated lumber.  Be sure to frame the deck to manufacturers’ 
specifications or the material may sag or slump.   
 

PVC Decking  
Nearly identical to composite decking, PVC decking has a PVC surface for added protection.  
This type offers unsurpassed stain, scratch, and mold resistance along with the conven-
ience of soap and water cleaning.  Patterns and colors are similar to those achievable with 
composite decking and also will give a sleek deck look.    
 

Mahogany Decking  
For a natural exotic look, philippine mahogany decking may be the right choice.  Sawn 
from the meranti tree, today’s mahogany decking creates the look of true mahogany from 
plantation grown trees.  Philippine mahogany boards are absolutely clear with no knots and 
are kiln dried to resist shrinkage and swelling.  This decking holds stain beautifully, weath-
ers evenly to a silver-gray color, and has natural resistance to decay and insects.  Mahog-
any must be sealed on all six sides (Top, Bottom, Edges & Ends) prior to installation and 
fastened with stainless steel fasteners.  In order to keep your mahogany deck from looking 
weathered, seal as needed with a top quality finish. 
 

Cedar Decking  
For a traditional, natural look, cedar decking is a good alternative.  Cedar decking has a 
beautiful and unique knotty look.  It can either be sealed on all six sides prior to installa-
tion or left to weather naturally to a silver-gray.  It is naturally resistant to decay and in-
sects, but may not be appropriate for high-traffic areas because of its softness. 
 

Pressure Treated Decking  
The most common and traditional decking option, Pressure Treated decking is Southern 
Yellow Pine treated with a chemical that makes it decay and termite resistant.  It blends 
beautifully with any landscape and can be stained in a variety of colors to match any dé-
cor.  Pressure treated is an economical, strong and durable decking option.  This decking 
will weather over time and maintenance is important.  Splinters may occur and as with any 
natural wood product, boards may warp, shrink or expand.  Be sure to install with the 
grain making an arch, crown side up, so the decking does not cup. 
 

Other Decking  
Decking is also made out of a variety of other woods.  Be sure to check with your local 
Curtis Lumber for the availability of other unique types of decking, including Ipé.    






